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Alex
“AO” 
  Olla

For Alex Olla, being a part of Indianapolis streetwear culture has 
meaning beyond the edgy clothing and bold accessories. Alex, AO 
to those who know him, is the designer and creator of Wishful 
Thinkin’ Clothing and co-owner of Cargo Streetwear Boutique 
in Indianapolis. With a background in advertising and graphic 
design from Indiana University, AO saw an opportunity to enter 
the world of streetwear, an industry he was already passionate 
about. “I started my brand because I was shopping, and the shirts 
were getting really corny. I just felt like I could do it better. There 
came a point where I was like, ‘If they can do this, I can do this.’’ 
From this inspiration, Wishful Thinkin’ Clothing was born.

“Growing up, I couldn’t really dress. My sister and her friends 
used to make fun of me a lot so that was something I wanted to 
make sure I eventually conquered. Once I figured out that I could 
dress myself really well, I started pushing the envelope.” With 
his design experience, AO began sketching out his ideas and 
bringing them to life digitally, then in real life. Things began to take 
off for AO when friends started requesting orders of his designs, 
inspiring him to start doing pop-ups. From these pop-ups came 
more successes, driving him and long-time friend and Komafi 
designer, CP, to team up and create Cargo Streetwear Boutique, 
a space where the two could share their brands and love for 
streetwear with the Indianapolis community.

Streetwear style draws inspiration from California surf/skate 
culture and New York hip hop fashion, a look that Cargo Street-
wear Boutique and AO hope will catch on in Indianapolis. Beyond 
sharing personal designs with the community, AO hopes he and 
CP are able to educate the public what streetwear is, and brands 
that exist outside of those that are trending. “We are hoping that 
the education we are giving catches on, and in return, people 
start shopping for things that they didn’t know about before they 
learned about at Cargo.” To do this, AO hopes that the city will 
continue to back Cargo Streetwear and help cultivate the culture 
to help reach goals, both long- and short-term. He hopes that, 
with Cargo Streetwear Boutique, others are able to find a voice 
and grow, too. “We see people and we are like, ‘Wow you’re so tal-
ented. Why are you still here?’ But we shouldn’t ask that anymore. 
We should continue to build the city.”
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Richard 
Anderson

Raised in a religious home in a rural pocket of Indianapolis, 
Richard Anderson found himself yearning for someplace where 
he could escape the rigid times and transport himself to a more 
accepting and creative world. It was with his vivacious Aunt Vi 
that he found solace, watching television at her house and joining 
her on shopping trips to L.S. Ayres. He soon realized the need to 
explore beyond the farmlands which surrounded him. “It was 
survival. I wanted to run as far as I possibly could to get away.”

His journey to Jean Paul Gaultier began while he was working in 
New York City during the height of the AIDS epidemic. As a shy 
and closeted gay man, Anderson inherently felt the need to be 
set free from his inhibitions. Gaultier’s boutique called to him as a 
place where his dreams could finally come to life. “I kept walking 
by during my lunch hour and never got the nerve to go in. So 
finally, I held the door open because somebody was going out, 
and I just darted in.” 

Gaultier’s stylings naturally clicked with the out-of-the-box ideals 
Anderson craved. “I was always the outsider, so all of his designs 
resonated with me.” The overlap he saw between Gaultier’s men’s 
and women’s clothing intrigued him. “He was the designer that 
always caught my eye because of the fluidity in his clothing. 
He put the girls in the same thing as the guys, just tailored 
differently.” With these discoveries, Anderson was hooked and 
began to develop the wide collection of Gaultier pieces for which 
he is admired today.

Years later, Anderson returned to Indianapolis to care for his 
beloved Aunt Vi in her illness. Now living in the ever-progressing 
Midwestern city where he grew up, Anderson thrives on 
connecting with others through discussions around his unique 
Gaultier pieces in everyday places around town. “I get to help 
them change their perception of menswear. It doesn’t have to be a 
baseball cap, a t-shirt, and some cargo shorts.” Anderson proves 
to be more than his upbringing as someone who took hold of the 
reigns to his life and colored his world to be genuinely his own. He 
explains, “What is normal? What is the status quo? I happen to 
have a lot of crayons in my coloring box. It’s a lot of Gaultier. It’s 
all of these things I like, and I color with them differently because 
my coloring book has no black outline pictures. I get to create the 
whole thing.”
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