
There was once a time in the early 1900s when the 
prospect of becoming a milliner was a dream for many 
people. Some would say the profession has become a 
lost art. However, in Michigan City, Indiana, Amanda 
Joyner of Chef Bizzaro Millinery keeps the profession 
alive and thriving, providing particular attention to 
quality while infusing a bit of whimsy into each piece. 

The native Texan grew up watching musicals like Easter 
Parade, starring Fred Astaire. “The first part of the 
movie he sees all these models in hats, and they tell 
them how the hat makes them feel… That's what really 
got me into fashion,” Joyner explains. 

Talent in arts and crafts runs in her family, so it seemed 
only natural for Joyner to take up sewing with the help 
of her maternal grandmother.

Joyner first tested her creative mettle designing 
decadent cakes. But even while in culinary school, 
studying to become a pastry chef, she still admired 
hats on the market. With the encouragement of her 
husband, she realized she could make some of the 
pieces she wanted to purchase. 

“I started just playing with feathers to make tiny 
headpieces and making flowers from pieces of felt,” 
she says. Then she began scouring the Internet for 
instructions and eventually signed up for classes with 
Chicago-based milliner and instructor, Joy Scott. 

“She gave me a crash course in millinery. She looked 
me in the eye and told me I had something -- that I 
had a unique style, and that I should never use a glue 
gun again ‘because then, it’s couture,’” Joyner says.

The idea of developing her own brand came about as 
the demand for her hats (via her Facebook audience) 
increased and the need to replenish the costly supplies 
to make them became a priority. Today Joyner sells 
them through her online Etsy shop, Chef Bizzaro 
Millinery, and from her studio space, which she 
shares with her best friend and business partner, 
Julia Nielsen. 

In addition to support from her husband and Nielson, 
the arts community in the Michigan City Uptown Arts 
District and the Lubeznik Center for the Arts also 

bolster Joyner’s business. “They really pushed me 
into doing art shows and having my stuff in shops,” 
she says. ”Even better, they are also my greatest 
customers.”

A visit to Chef Bizzaro Millinery’s Etsy page provides 
a colorful scroll through fantastical pieces of pop 
culture candy for any Whovian, Trekkie, or Potterhead. 
Her inspirations for the hat designs stem from the 
aesthetics of Tim Burton, Lady Gaga, Jim Henson, and 
iconic ’80s movies. 

Though her avant-garde creations enjoy a popular 
following, she sees a fair share of hat-wary shoppers 
yet to be swayed. They insist that they simply don’t 
look good in hats.

“Not everyone that sees my hats understands,” Joyner 
says. “I always tell them it’s all about the right hat, 
at the right angle, with the right attitude. Some people 
think it’s a joke and a selfie opportunity, but for the 
most part, I’ve brought out lots of hat lovers that didn’t 
even know they loved hats.”

Joyner stresses the importance of supporting small 
businesses like her own. She emphasizes that the 
quality of a handmade headpiece justifies its cost. 

“When you buy a hat from me, you’re getting a piece of 
my soul, as silly as it sounds.  Every stitch is a stitch 
of love, frustration, anger, self-doubt, and 100 percent 
me,” she says. To this day, her profits made from each 
hat sold goes toward the supplies expense for the next 
one or two she’ll create. 

Joyner offers the following pointer for others 
embarking on a makers venture: “Don’t be afraid to 
reach out to people you admire for advice. I could have 
been so much further along if I would have just asked 
for a little help,” she says. “Now I’m lucky enough to 
know amazing milliners all over the world.”

Check out Joyner’s creations at 717 Franklin St., Suite 
A, in Michigan City, Indiana, or browse her Etsy store, 
Chef Bizzaro Millinery. ✂
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